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Discovery Museum branches out with

satellite science center at Temple Beth Sholom
CHERRY HILL, N.J. -- The popularity of after-school programs has convinced the Garden State Discovery Museum to open its first satellite center at Temple Beth Sholom in Cherry Hill. The Exploratorium is as a laboratory for young children who will learn about science at six highly interactive, custom-designed stations.

The Exploratorium transformed a 300-square-foot space at the Temple into a sunny learning environment that caters to kids' curiosity. One of its stations will host live animals that teach a range of differences between fish, mammals and insects, while another offers the opportunity to identify, classify, measure and use plant material.
For years the Museum has offered outreach programs that send one-time or multi-session programs into schools and organizations. This project marks the first time the Museum will establish a permanent presence outside its Springdale Road location.
"This is a significant step for the Museum," said Executive Director Roree Iris-Williams, who founded the Museum in 1994 as a 13,000-square-foot center. "Now we fill 22,000 square feet with hands-on exhibits, live animals, a theater and other features, and we have outreach efforts throughout South Jersey. The Exploratorium is another impressive sign of growth."
The Museum has been providing after-school activities at Temple Beth Sholom for more than two years. Once their popularity was proven, Museum Director Kelly Lyons designed the classroom and curricula in conjunction with the Temple's preschool director. This unique program integrates an early childhood science exposure with Judaic content. 
"This will allow all of our students -- not just those in the after-school sessions -- to make a strong connection with science," said TBS Preschool Director Ellen Berju. "Children will take part in hands-on activities that will provide foundations for learning and spark a lifelong interest in science."
The Exploratorium's six science stations are:
1. Live Animals, where students will study ecosystems, behaviors, environment and other fun facts.
2. Botany, which will cover classifications, energy use and growth.

3. Color and Light, with intriguing lessons in optical illusions, light diffusion and chromatography.

4. Mechanics, a hub of action introducing students to velocity, electricity and construction.
5. Human Body, with do-it-yourself learning about the senses, organs, nutrition and body processes.

6. Science and Judaism, where students can take part in activities that join science and their faith. For example, time spent making papier-mâché Kiddush cups will include a focus on changing matter with time and materials.

The Discovery Museum created this Exploratorium specifically to meet the needs of Temple Beth Sholom, and the Museum will regularly evaluate its success.

"This pilot program is very innovative in the niche field of edu-tainment," Lyons said. "We've used our experience in developing classroom curricula to launch it, and we'll be monitoring it to see what else we can learn for future endeavors."
Temple Beth Sholom dedicated the Exploratorium in the memory of Zalman Beigel. 
Temple Beth Sholom, 1901 Kresson Road in Cherry Hill, N.J., is a traditional egalitarian Conservative synagogue with a preschool that offers programs for families seeking for young children 2 months old through kindergarten-age. The preschool experience provides a strong Judaic program integrated with an innovative, developmentally appropriate early childhood curriculum. For more information, contact Preschool Director Ellen Berju at 856-751-09946.
The Garden State Discovery Museum, 2040 Springdale Road in Cherry Hill, N.J., is an activity wonderland for infants through age 10. Filled with interesting and interactive exhibits, the Museum featured kid-powered action that teaches while it entertains. For more information, call 856-424-1233 or visit www.discoverymuseum.com.
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