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Sponsors create kid-friendly hotspots

 to make Discovery Museum a mini South Jersey
CHERRY HILL, N.J. -- From a kid's perspective, a night at a Jersey diner means sitting in a chair with constant reminders to mind his manners. Taking Fido to the veterinarian means taking a seat in the waiting area and struggling to keep hands off the pets parading by. Even family night at a big city hockey rink involves lots of sitting and looking with little chance to touch and do.

Not so at the Garden State Discovery Museum, where mini versions of a South Jersey kid's world await. Sponsors have created a treasure trove of hands-on hotspots that not only showcase the region's best, they beg to be played with.
The newest player on this block of fun is a veterinarian clinic opening April 21, courtesy of the Animal & Bird Healthcare Center & Hospital in Cherry Hill. Its debut comes on the heels of the unveiling of the Philadelphia Flyers Mini Rink, an ice-free imitation of a trip to the Wachovia Center.

"From the diner chock-full of make-believe food to the friendly doctor's office complete with small-scale scrubs, the Discovery Museum offers a way for children to experience a South Jersey lifestyle on their own terms," said Museum Director Roree Iris-Williams.  
-- At the Silver Diner exhibit, a replica of the Cherry Hill classic, parents are usually the ones plopped into a booth while the kids don aprons, pass out menus and gather the makings of a magnificent meal. Visitors are treated to an authentic diner experience including tabletop jukeboxes, glowing neon and television footage of classic musicians from the ’50s and ’60s. Financial support from the Silver Diner restaurant group made this exhibit possible.

-- The newly renovated Vet & Pet animal clinic is designed to educate the community on proper husbandry and medical care for pets and encourage human/animal bonds. But kids will see it simply as a fun chance to play vet instead of watch from afar. The exhibit is sponsored by the Animal & Bird Healthcare Center & Hospital in Cherry Hill.  
-- The Check Up exhibit greets pint-sized doctors-in-training with popular amenities that make child's play out of a visit to the physician.  Visitors enjoy a special version of the popular buzzing board game "Operation!", kid-sized doctor scrubs, a giant eyeball, nutritional puzzles and a play baby examination area. Check Up is a permanent residence for Stuffee, the 7-ft. blue-haired doll sponsored by the Gift of Life Donor Program. Stuffee's removable organs teach kids how their bodies work. The Children’s Regional Hospital at Cooper sponsored the Check Up exhibit.  

-- Down the Shore brings the quintessential New Jersey vacation near its western shore. Visitors can climb aboard a wooden boat and cast a magnetic rod for fish, or try their luck at carnival-style games. The Museum established Down the Shore without sponsorship, and like the Shore itself, it remains a family favorite.

-- The mock ice of the Philadelphia Flyers Mini Rink introduces visitors to the excitement of a professional team's home turf and the thrill of ice skating -- without a trip to Philly and without the cold. The 12-foot-by-24-foot rink boasts a slippery surface designed by the Museum to imitate ice without the usual temperature requirements or maintenance demands. It's an acrylic sheet festooned with the Flyers logo to give the illusion of an ice rink ready for play. The Philadelphia Flyers covered the cost of the rink's construction with a one-year sponsorship that will include future programs at the Museum.

Many of the Museum's exhibits come with help from sponsors who want to recreate their venues for children. With that kind of support, the Museum has become a destination that exposes its visitors to the region, kid-style.
The Discovery Museum, 2040 Springdale Road in Cherry Hill, is a hands-on center for infants through 10-year-olds. It offers 15 larger-than-life, kid-powered interactive exhibit areas, and each one is an invitation to touch, explore and create. Admission is $9.95 for adults and children; $8.95 for seniors. Children younger than 12 months are admitted free. The Museum is open 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. daily. For more information, call 856-424-1233 or visit www.discoverymuseum.com. 
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