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Partnership launches with museum visits by endangered animals

and continues with kids photo safari at Philadelphia Zoo

Photo exhibit shows animals that

face extinction, both globally and locally
CHERRY HILL, N.J. – What do an Amur leopard, a gorilla from central Africa and a frog from South Jersey have in common? They all face extinction because their natural habitats are dwindling.
The Garden State Discovery Museum offers a limited opportunity to see these animals and many others as photographed at the Philadelphia Zoo by Marianne Leone, a member of the zoo’s camera club. The aptly named “A World Without” exhibit opening May 2 portrays these creatures in eye-catching ways that a casual zoo visit may not reveal, and Museum partnerships make the experience a gateway to exploring more about them.

Leone, a Voorhees resident, will be on hand to talk about her photography. Festivities continue May 3 when zoo representatives bring a Barred Owl to the Museum, giving visitors a chance to learn more about animals that are threatened by habitat loss, food shortages or environmental changes.

“We see this partnership as an incredible opportunity to open the eyes of kids and adults who may not realize their chance to see these animals is close by,” Museum Executive Director Roree Iris-Williams said. “And sadly, without action and change on a global scale, their chance to see them may soon be limited to photographs only.”

The Museum’s partnership with the Philadelphia Zoo and Ritz Camera adds a unique dimension to this photo exhibit. The three-way effort offers an inspiring exhibit, intriguing animals and a photo contest for kids who join Leone for photo safaris throughout the Zoo on May 18. Ritz will provide free disposable cameras and complimentary printing, and will sponsor the Museum’s first Kids’ Photography Contest to recognize outstanding work by these beginners. The Zoo, the Museum and Ritz Camera, sponsor of Leone’s Museum exhibit, will award prizes to top shooters.

Leone is a consultant who advises clients in the environmental realm, but she’s also a lifetime animal lover with a passion for photography. The Voorhees resident has volunteered her time and photo skills since being accepted into the Zoo’s camera club several years ago. She amassed an amazing collection of images over more than a dozen photo shoots at the Zoo, and noticed how often her subjects were marked as a species in danger.

“What makes me saddest is the thought that my nieces and nephews, and their children and children’s children may never get to see a polar bear, a gorilla, a cheetah or a tree frog in the wild or in captivity,” Leone said. “What would it be like to live in a world without these magnificent creatures?”

Animals she photographed for this exhibit include the critically endangered Amur leopard, Western lowland gorilla and red panda, as well as threatened local species the Pine Barrens tree frog. The Museum will exhibit Leone’s art until September 14, and its Discovermore Store will offer special mementos including custom-made photo reels with Viewmasters and signed prints.  People who buy the prints can be assured that a portion of the proceeds will be donated to the Zoo’s conservation efforts and to the Discovery Museum’s Center for Learning.

The inspiring exhibit “A World Without” opens at 11 a.m. Friday, May 2 at the Garden State Discovery Museum with Leone on hand to tell how she collected these 37 startling photographs of threatened or endangered creatures. At 1 p.m. Saturday, May 3, Zoo representatives will bring animals to the Museum, giving visitors a chance to interact with animals that are threatened by habitat loss, food shortages or other environmental changes.
Photo safaris for kids who want to learn more about photographing wildlife with Leone are slated for 10 a.m., noon (Museum members only) and 2 p.m. at the Zoo on Sunday, May 18. Reservations are required, along with advance payment of $5; tours are free for Museum or Zoo members.  For more information, call 856-424-1233, ext. 312. All children must be accompanied by an adult. Ritz will provide free disposable cameras as well as complimentary printing to registered children.

The Garden State Discovery Museum, 2040 Springdale Road in Cherry Hill, N.J., is an activity wonderland for infants through age 10. Filled with interesting and interactive exhibits, the Museum featured kid-powered action that teaches while it entertains. Admission is $9.95 for 12 months and older and $8.95 for seniors. The Museum is open 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. daily, with an extended closing time of 8:30 p.m. Saturdays from October through April. For more information, call 856-424-1233 or visit www.discoverymuseum.com.

America's first zoo and one of the region's foremost conservation organizations, the Philadelphia Zoo is home to nearly 1,300 animals, many rare and endangered. The Zoo, fulfilling its mission of conservation, science, education and recreation, supports and engages in conservation efforts to protect endangered species around the world. The Philadelphia region's leading family destination, the Zoo welcomed more than 1.2 million visitors last year. The Zoo is accredited by the American Zoo and Aquarium Association. For more information, tickets or to make a contribution, log on to www.philadelphiazoo.org.
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