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Museum store has well made toys

that are safe, creative and fun
CHERRY HILL, N.J. -- Unique gifts with an educational spin are available at the place kids know for fun: The Garden State Discovery Museum. And the Discovermore store's small-scale, boutique setup makes it unlikely for unsafe toys to slip onto shelves.

Discovermore is stocked with items that appeal to all ages and interests. It offers products that stand up to heavy use and pass any child’s interest test. It is small enough to provide personal service to its shoppers yet large enough to offer a variety of intriguing items.  Whether you shop in person or by phone, they’ll also pack, wrap and ship your purchase. (No need to pay museum admission if you're only shopping.)
Penny Stetser, store manager/buyer for Discovermore, selects merchandise from companies that have proven track records in both child appeal and safety. She offers these as some of the best saviors for people who have names but little else on their holiday shopping lists.

Wooden Toys from Melissa and Doug: These nostalgic, well-made creations are durable and unique. Discovermore's shelves are loaded with beautifully painted pretend food, wooden games, models and much more. From small puzzles priced at $6.99 to a standing art easel at $59.99, Melissa & Doug toys promise to spur creative play.

Folkmanis Animal Puppets: Reptile lover and kitty cuddlers alike find realistic puppets they'll adore from the Folkmanis collection. The line, well respected among teachers and other child care professionals, features fantastical creatures like dragons, griffins and fairies. They are essential ingredients to every toy box. Ranging in price from $11 to $55, Folkmanis puppets encourage imaginative play and creativity.

"We use them in the museum," Stetser said. "They go through thousands of little figures," and still stand ready for more.
Wildlife by Wild Republic: This company's new Steve Irwin line celebrates the adventurer in every child with moveable action figures that take on a rainforest expedition, an Australian walkabout and a monster truck called Extreme Machine. There's even a talking Steve Irwin doll! Price range is $5.99 to $24.99, and the cost helps Wildlife Republic support wildlife conservation.
The Tin Box Company: Jeweled purses, glittering pencil cases and other souped-up storage are often decorated with Disney characters. The Tin Box Co. has double-checked its inventory and verifies safety with "lead-free" stamped on products. Price ranges from $3.99 to $10.99. 

Rainbow Color Ice Cream Cones: Ice Cream that lasts? It's possible at Discovermore, where these treats are a favorite. Designed as a teaching tool, these toys stack together in every color of the rainbow. The Museum uses them to help children learn colors, prompting many requests from grateful parents. $16.99 for a set.

Rubbaducks: Precious rubber ducks are uniquely designed to make bathtime tons

of fun as they playfully communicate their individual personalities. Made much better than Ernie's simple version, these playthings come styled as hairdressers, monkeys, angels and other characters. Available for $7.99.

Togetherness Time: The best gift of all is time, and the Garden State Discovery Museum offers that opportunity, too. Grandparents and parents will find great value in a year-long family membership ($99 and $149), which includes free admission as well as a Discovermore store discount, guest passes, and specialty rates for workshops, parties and summer camps.
The Garden State Discovery Museum, 2040 Springdale Road in Cherry Hill, N.J., is an activity wonderland for infants through age 10. Filled with interesting and interactive exhibits, the Museum features kid-powered action that teaches while it entertains. Admission is $9.95 for 12 months and older and $8.95 for seniors. The Museum is open 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. daily, with an extended closing time of 8:30 p.m. Saturdays from October through April. The Discovermore store is open during regular Museum hours, and Museum admission is not required to shop. For more information, call 856-424-1233 or visit www.discoverymuseum.com.
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