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'Exhibits To Go' lets classrooms benefit

from Discovery Museum's talents
CHERRY HILL, N.J. -- Parents flock there for fun-based learning. Schools schedule field trips there for the same reason. Now teachers can have easy access to the wonders of the Garden State Discovery Museum by adding custom-made mini exhibits to classrooms.
The Discovery Museum now offers Exhibits To Go, a selection of its most popular play centers that can be incorporated into school curricula. From digging for dinosaur bones to determining perfect class pet, Exhibits To Go puts the Museum's considerable resources at the hands of teachers.
"We have spent years developing exhibits and activities that excite young learners," Museum Director Kelly Lyons said. "Our educational philosophy promotes discovery and learning through hands-on fun, and we are proud to share our tools with teachers."

All 11 exhibits are made to order right at the Museum. In several cases, the Museum will even assist teachers in developing correlating activities to maximize an exhibit's benefits. From anatomy to geometry, life cycle to light patterns, Exhibits To Go can bring field trip excitement to a classroom.
Natural Wonders

-- Dino/Sea Shell Dig lets kids play in sand, excavating with their hands or mini shovels to find buried treasures. This sand-filled dig exhibit is housed in a rolling cart for easy storage and flexibility. The Museum will assist teachers in developing matching games for pre-readers. 
-- Who Eats Who Board shows the food chain in interactive color. Kids use magnetic-tipped poles to pull fish from a small wading pond, then place their catches on the board's corresponding spots on the board.

-- Teacher's Pet makes the Museum's experience a teacher's best friend. The Museum -- home to bearded lizards, millipedes, snakes, turtles and other creatures -- can help teachers determine the perfect classroom pet for their needs.
-- Hidden Pictures rewards the powers of concentration and persistence. The Museum's talented team of artists will custom-paint a mural for the classroom wall or work station. More than a beautiful backdrop, the mural doubles as a huge puzzle of hidden pictures.
--Matching Tracks is an educational board showing a set of animals and their tracks. This matching game helps children make connections between animals and the signs they leave behind.

My Amazing Body
-- Careful Hands Operation is a hand-made version of the popular board game that teaches about internal body parts while developing dexterity and fine motor skills. The Museum will train staff in the use of Stuffee, the Museum's 7-foot friend with removable organs, and Stuffee will visit the school for a week.
-- Giant Eyeball makes reading the vision chart a blast. This exaggerated rendition of a human eye shows kids the insides of one of the body's most amazing features.

Color and Light

-- Recycled Light Bright used recycled bottles and colored water to create a brilliant display. Teachers can perch it on the windowsill for hours of fun experimentation with color. This Light Bright is offered in three sizes to meet each classroom's needs.

-- Bubbles brings one of the Museum's most popular exhibits to the classroom. This science center comes with three oversized wands for multi-child learning and an innovative drainage system for easy cleanup.

-- Walk-In Kaleidoscope puts mirrors, mirrors everywhere. It's a simple but very visual way to show how light works to make endless reflections.

Lively Learning Centers
-- The Loom develops early math skills with pattern-building. It also builds hand-eye coordination and fine motor skills.
-- GeoBoard stresses patterns and geometric shapes. Its use of oversized rubber bands strengthens the same muscles used for writing, and it enhances fine motor skills and hand-eye coordination.
The Discovery Museum is located at 2040 Springdale Road in Cherry Hill, just minutes from the main arteries of Routes 70 and 73 and I-295. Complete directions, admission information and a calendar of upcoming events are available at www.discoverymuseum.com. Visitors will find plenty of free parking, an on-site dining area, and the Discovermore Store to complete their fun-filled day.
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